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slaves—is not at the trouble of whipping them to make them work, or chaining them to prevent their escape, or chasing them with blood-hounds when they run away. He is not concerned with seeing that they are properly fed in infancy, cared for in sickness or supported in old age. He can let them live in hovels, let them work harder and fare worse, than could any half humane owner of the bodies of men, and this without a qualm, of conscience or any reprobation from public opinion. In short, when society reaches the point of development where a brisk competition for the use of land springs up, the ownership of land gives more profit with less risk and trouble than does the ownership of men. If the two young Englishmen I have spoken of had corne over here and bought so many American citizens, they could not have got from them so much of the produce of labor as they now get by having bought land which American citizens are glad to be allowed to till for half the crop. And so, even if our laws permitted, it would be foolish for an English duke or marquis to come over here and contract for ten thousand American babies, born or to be born, in the expectation that when able to work he could get out of them a large return. For by purchasing or fencing in a million acres of land that cannot run away and do not need to be fed, clothed or educated, he can, in twenty or thirty years, have ten thousand full-grown Americans, ready to give him half of all that their . labor can produce on his land for,the privilege of supporting themselves and their families out of the other half. This gives- him more of the produce of labor than he could exact from so many chattel slaves. And as time goes on and American citizens become more

